Introduction
Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood."
But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!" 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood." 7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
9
Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: " AND  THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960 Copyright © , 1962 Copyright © , 1963 Copyright © , 1968 Copyright © , 1971 Copyright © , 1972 Copyright © , 1973 Copyright © , 1975 Copyright © , 1977 Copyright © , 1995 And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite amazed.
15
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.
17
So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.
19
While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, "Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him."
[Read v.11-19: Jesus & Pilate] Q: What is the common behavior of Pilate as recorded in all the Gospel accounts?
A: Pilate exhibited great restlessness and indecision. He repeatedly questioned Jesus between going out to the crowd, someone who appears caught in the middle.
Q: What does this tell us about Pilate? What is his basic, spiritual problem?
A: He is trying to avoid making a decision about Christ. In fact, he appeared to want someone else, even the crowd, to make it for him. But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death.
21
But the governor said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 
Q: How is this obviously ironic in this situation?
A: The true Son of the Father is being rejected for an earthly substitute.
Q: How would you characterize Barabbas compared to Jesus?
A: Jesus was innocent, Barabbas was guilty.
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Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960 Copyright © , 1962 Copyright © , 1963 Copyright © , 1968 Copyright © , 1971 Copyright © , 1972 Copyright © , 1973 Copyright © , 1975 Copyright © , 1977 Copyright © , 1995 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him.
28
They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.
31
After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.
[Read v.27-31: Jesus & the Soldiers] Q: How did the Roman soldiers treat Jesus?
A: With both physical persecution and scorn and mocking. Their personal attacks were highly focused where the issue of His Messiahship was concerned. He was not taunted as a criminal.
Q: What is ironic about their actions?
A: They clothed and crowned Jesus the King as a king. It is the ultimate scorn and foolishness of man where the truth is concerned.
Application: The soldiers represent unbelievers who not only outwardly persecute Christ (and His followers) but take every public opportunity to mock and speak against Him (and His followers).

32
As they were coming out, they found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom they pressed into service to bear His cross. Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960 Copyright © , 1962 Copyright © , 1963 Copyright © , 1968 Copyright © , 1971 Copyright © , 1972 Copyright © , 1973 Copyright © , 1975 Copyright © , 1977 Copyright © , 1995 
